
Rangeland Health, State and Transition Rangeland Health, State and Transition 
and Ecological Site Descriptions for and Ecological Site Descriptions for 

Sandy Loam Upland, deep in MLRA 41,  Sandy Loam Upland, deep in MLRA 41,  
Southern Arizona.Southern Arizona.
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Land Classification by NRCSLand Classification by NRCS
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MLRAsMLRAs and Common Resource and Common Resource 
AreasAreas
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Arizona Arizona MLRAsMLRAs



MLRA 41MLRA 41



Ecological SitesEcological Sites
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Ecological SitesEcological Sites



Systematic processSystematic process
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Soil Scientists work out the basic Soil Scientists work out the basic 
soil soil -- landscape relationshipslandscape relationships



Soil series are described Soil series are described 



Range Specialists describe and Range Specialists describe and 
compare the plant communities on compare the plant communities on 
the different soils being mappedthe different soils being mapped



Ecological site concepts are Ecological site concepts are 
developeddeveloped
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Ecological processes are similar for Ecological processes are similar for 
soils grouped into an ecological sitesoils grouped into an ecological site
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Ecological Site Descriptions are Ecological Site Descriptions are 
developeddeveloped
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Reference AreasReference Areas

:���&��	������!	�����	��

1������!	�;�99���1�

	�
����
�!	�	������!	��1���!	

�������	#���	�	
	!"



Historical InformationHistorical Information
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Research and Monitoring of Research and Monitoring of 
Ecological Site ProcessesEcological Site Processes
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Monitoring Vegetative TrendsMonitoring Vegetative Trends
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Monitor Vegetative Trends, cont.Monitor Vegetative Trends, cont.
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State and Transition ModelsState and Transition Models
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Rangeland HealthRangeland Health
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Sandy Loam Upland, deepSandy Loam Upland, deep
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Sandy Loam Upland, deep 12Sandy Loam Upland, deep 12--16”  16”  
State and Transition ModelState and Transition Model
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Rangeland Health Reference Area WorksheetRangeland Health Reference Area Worksheet
from enclosure # 22 on the SRER in Helvetia areafrom enclosure # 22 on the SRER in Helvetia area
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Rangeland Health Reference Area Worksheet Rangeland Health Reference Area Worksheet 
from enclosure # 22 on SRER, cont.from enclosure # 22 on SRER, cont.
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